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Values found in a huge float stone “Funaishi”

Hitoshi TOGASHI*, Takeo KOYAMA**

* Nagano Nature Conservation Research Institute 2054-120 Kitago, Nagano 381-0075, Japan
** Mure History Museum 1188-1 Mure, Mure village 389 - 1211, Japan

Abstract

Funaishi is a huge float stone in Mure village in central Japan. It was transported to the present position by a debris
avalanche of the old lizuna volcano, hundreds of thousands years ago.

The lithology is andesite and lava structure is clearly visible. At one time (some dozens of years ago) this stone was
mistaken as glacial moraine deposit and considered to be a piece of evidence in the low altitude glaciation hypothesis.
Mysterious sacred water collected in a deep crack in the center of the stone has been revered by local people. Thus
Funaishi has various meanings to various fields e.g., geology, history of earth science, and folklore.

Therefore, through studies of Funaishi, we can understand not only natural history but also characteristics of nature and
culture. Funaishi is an invaluable education teaching material, and existence of such an object in local surroundings may

lead to rediscovery of values in familiar nature and culture.

Key words: Funaishil, natural monument, rediscovery of values, teaching material
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