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Carbon and nitrogen stable isotopic composition of spring-hunt Asiatic black

bears in the northern Hida Mountain (Otari-mura, Nagano prefecture)

Key words :

We measured carbon and nitrogen stable isotope ratios (J§ 3C and & '®N) in hair samples and bone
collagen of Asiatic black bears (Ursus thibetanus) captured by spring hunt since 2011 until 2021 in Otari-
mura, Nagano Prefecture, the northern Hida Mountain. It revealed that these bears were not dependent on
anthropogenic foods but had exclusively foraged in the mountains. The values reported here are the
benchmark for backcountry bears that do not depend on anthropogenic food (mountainous bears). They can
be used as reference values to analyze the feeding habits of bears that intrude into human-dwelling areas (rural

bears).
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