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Dependence on cattle feed of Asiatic black bears captured
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Abstract
Carbon and nitrogen stable isotope ratios ( § '°C and ~ § '°N) were measured in hair samples from nine Asiatic black

bears (Ursus thibetanus) that captured near the beef cattle barns in Shiojiri city in 2010 and 2011, in order to examine

the feeding history of these bears. Five of the nine bears had high § °C values which indicated that they were actually
dependent on the cattle feed.

Key words : Asiatic black bear, dependence on cattle feed, stable isotopes
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