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A historical view to local biocultural diversity under globalization
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Abstract

Awareness and actions by the people are required for conservation and sustainable use of the world biodiversity. One
of the challenges to take this is grasping the complex entirety of the subject such as connection between global aspect
and local realities in each issue of ecological crises. One key to this is to understand the historical and geographical
relationship between the world biocultural diversity and globalization of human activities. A viewpoint of global
history provides a productive context to draw it. The biogeographic diversity in the global ecosystem set the initial
condition of the anthropogenic history. The biocultural diversity emerged as adaptation of human societies to this
diverse environment and laid foundations of the humans’ world. Gradual process in the globalization of human activities
subsequently connected local societies with each other. Major transitions in this history include rises of agriculture and
spreads of language families (since several thousand years ago), trades among civilizations and spreads of plagues
(since ancient times), collision and fusion of the new world and the old world (since the 16th century), industrialization
and globalization of the free market economy (since the 19th century). The world economy grew abruptly during the
20th century, while the global ecological footprint of humans has exceeded the Earth’s biocapacity since before the
end of this period. The present issue of the biodiversity has emerged from this latest phase of the global history. The
current international trade is driving threats both to biodiversity in developing countries and to countermeasure against
alien species by world nations. The history and the present state of Satoyama in Japan can also be comprehended from
this viewpoint of the global history. Recent biomass increase and species loss in Satoyama by underuse is a result of
the globalization of the free market economy. The ecological footprint of Japan largely relies upon foreign countries.
Regeneration of local societies and their natural environments must be implemented as a restoration of resilience to the
global crises. Sustaining the world biocultural diversity and inheritance of traditional knowledge are necessary to save

choices of future for coming generations.

Key words : biocultural diversity, global history, globalization, international trade, Satoyama
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